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Who We Are…

Mission

Preserving Valencia County traditions by promoting and enhancing local business 

development through civic, social, cultural, and employment training programs.

About Us

The chamber's ultimate goal is to create economic development. It believes that an educated 

workforce is a more productive workforce and that ultimately makes Valencia County a 

great place to start a business or attract existing companies.

HCVC holds it's "World's Largest Matanza" each January as a way to raise money to 

provide college scholarships to Valencia County college students. To date, the event has 

raised more than $130-thousand dollars in scholarships and helped more than 200 students 

meet part of their financial needs.

Join Our Team

Email: board@hispanochambervc.org

Hispano Chamber of Valencia County

P.O. Box 539

Belen, NM  87002

(505) 554-4566

Email: board@hispanochambervc.org

© 2017-2022 by Hispano Chamber of Valencia County







WOW! What a

Comeback!

The Hispano Chamber of Valencia County aka HCVC raised over 

$50,000 in scholarship funds for Valencia County High School Seniors. 

This amazing event which has been around for many years took a two 

year hiatus and has come back with a BANG!

Food, music, and fun were the focus at the Matanza for the 

community, but the chamber  had its eye on raising money for 

scholarships. This amazing event is a tradition that people look forward 

to every year and is a staple in Valencia County.

We appreciate all the hard work from everyone involved. From 

the volunteers, the bus drivers, the workers, and even the clean up 

crews, this event was a massive success. Matanza goers made 

comments to volunteers stating, “This was the best event yet” and “I 

am impressed with the way this event was planned”.  From kids 

dancing to the music to adults eating cotton candy and funnel cakes,

the event was a big hit to everyone involved!

People from places as far as California, Colorado, Arizona, and

Texas came to see what the energy of the Matanza was and all were 

very impressed.

Kudos to all involved!

2023 Scholarship Funds Raised



2023 Matanza Winners

Team Awards

2023 Grand Champion: 
Rio Grande Matanzeros

Runners Up: 

AC Disposal

3 rd : Los Lunas Schools

People’s Choice Award: 
Rio Grande Matanzeros

Runner Up: 

Team Gregory A. Baca

Liver
1 st : The ChicaRones

2 nd : City of Belén

3 rd : AC Disposal

Carne Adovada
1 st : Rio Grande Matanzeros

2 nd : Los Lunas Schools

3 rd : Team Gregory A. Baca



2023 Matanza Winners

Specialty Pork Dish
1 st : Rio Grande Matanzeros

2 nd : City of Belén

3 rd : Los Lunas Schools

Iron Pig
1 st : Ac Disposal

Chicharones
1st: Team 2 AC Disposal

2nd: Team 1 Rip Grande Matanzeros

3rd: Los Lunas Schools



2023 Matanza Winners

Public Awards

Biscochitos
1 st : Roseann Peralta

2 nd : Alice Ramirez

3 rd : Ramón Baca

Natillas
1 st : María Maez Márez

2 nd : Antonio Sedillo

3 rd : Pam Ulibarrí

Pastelitos
1 st : Elaine Montoya

2 nd : Denisha Sánchez

3 rd : Ramón Baca

Red Chile
1 st : Lori Ann Martínez

2 nd : Elaine Montoya

3 rd : TeeCee Centeno



2023 Matanza Winners

Salsa
1 st : Kevin Jojola

2 nd : LoriAnn Martínez

3 rd : TeeCee Senteno

Tortillas
1 st : William Trodden

2 nd : Jr. Martínez

3 rd : Dorothy Flores



2023 Matanza Memories
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2023 Matanza Memories

It is with real honor to dedicate this newsletter to the

original board members who crafted, organized, and

created the Matanza we enjoy today. Thank you to all

of those in the past who have worked so hard on this

event from its very beginning; it’s something we can

all be proud of.

This dedication will be to recognize Martin Sisneros,

a man who worked hard putting effort and energy into

something that gives back to his community which he

cared so much for. We have so much respect for you

as you were a huge contributor in formulating the

chamber and the Matanza.

As we look at what the Matanza from where it began

to what it has become, you will see this event was

created from the heart. We thank you, Martin

Sisneros, for all your dedication and effort you put

into place for this event and all you instilled into your

family to keep it going. We appreciate all you have

done and we hope to keep this tradition alive.



Scholarships
LET’S TALK ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships are an incredible source of financial assistance for high 

school and college students alike. With so many opportunities and 

scholarships available to students, one can ask, ‘Which is best for me?’. 

Scholarship funds are free money and are available to Valencia County 

students in New Mexico. Scholarships can vastly reduce financial stress and 

help students focus more on their studies. In fact, private scholarship 

recipients are more likely to graduate from college than those with just 

student loans.

According to several sources, the average college student graduates 

with approximately $30,000 in student loans and can take years to pay them 

back. Many student loans carry high interest rates and create a severe 

financial burden for young professionals. In contrast, scholarship programs 

can help students afford college without strings attached.

In this issue of the HCVC Newsletter raising money and how to apply 

for scholarships are the focus as The Hispano Chamber of Valencia County 

has raised funds to help students with opportunities and open doors for their 

education. 

For the HCVC Scholarship Application Visit:

https://www.hispanochambervc.org/scholarship-application



HCVC Scholarship

Application Information

Hispano Chamber of Valencia County

Scholarship Application

Deadline- Monday, April 17, 2023

The Hispano Chamber of Valencia County has established a scholarship program 

intended to recognize students in Valencia County who are seeking higher education 

opportunities. This one-time award is for graduating seniors of Valencia County 

High Schools or University of New Mexico-Valencia Campus Students. The 

Community Incentive Scholarship eligibility requirements are for continuing college 

students that have originally graduated from Valencia County, have a 2.5 GPA and 

are enrolled/registered currently at a college institution.

Eligibility Criteria

• Student must have maintained a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or better 

throughout high school or college. A scanned copy of student 

transcript must accompany the application. Any applications submitted without 

a transcript are ineligible for consideration.

• Student must submit one letter of reference to support the application. These 

letters may be from church leaders, employers, teachers, coaches, and other 

members of school staff, neighbors, or any other community member able to 

give reference in regard to the student’s application. Any applications submitted 

without at least one letter of reference are ineligible for consideration.

**Please note: All the above requirements are complete before the application is 

submitted to the committee for review. If you are missing documentation, your 

application will not be submitted for consideration. **

Visit:

https://www.hispanochambervc.org/scholarship-application

To apply for scholarships if you have trouble with this link got to:

https://form.123formbuilder.com/6350441/2023-Scholarship-Application



Meta helps Valencia County 

students explore history 

David Williams, Community 

Development Manager of Meta in Los 

Lunas, dedicates supporting efforts to 

improve education by dedicating a 

$300,000 5-year partnership with the 

New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History. 

This partnership will enhance 

classroom education by assisting with 

field trips and transportation to and 

from the museum for all fifty-three 5th

grade classrooms in Valencia County. 

Meta has also elected to provide 

sponsored attendance for all Valencia 

County residents. Visits by the residents 

will be paid for by Meta which includes 

visits to the museum and to the 

planetarium.  

Under this agreement between 

Meta and The Museum of Natural 

History, the month of February is 

dedicated to Valencia County 

residents for the next five years. 

Valencia County residents can visit 

and enjoy the museum at no charge 

as the visits will be sponsored.



Meta helps Valencia County 

students explore history 

and HCVC Members were 

there to support their effort













The Blue Star Mothers of Valencia County is made up of mothers of US Military 

Service Members (Active, Guard, Reserve, Retired) and all others (male, female, etc.) 

wanting to support our military and their families. 

*Our focus is serving our troops and Veterans, our Military Families and each other. 

*Activities include mailing troop care packages and letters, VA Hospital Volunteers, 

Blue to Gold Programs, Military and Veteran Ceremonies and Programs.

*We support the troops and veterans in our area and southern NM and many other 

military service organizations through various activities on all levels.

Members (Moms) pay a nominal annual membership, Associates(All Others) pay 

nothing.

Blue Star Mothers of America have been proudly serving our military and veterans 

since 1942.   We would love to have you join our group or even help us by donating 

items for our care packages to mail to the troops overseas.  Our next mailing will be 

about the month of May or June time frame.  If you have a service member serving in 

the Armed Forces we would love to know where they are so we can send them 

greetings from home. 

If you are interested in participating, would like to donate items, have a loved one 

serving in the US Military, please email us at bluestarmothersvalenciaco@gmail.com 

or text your contact information to 1-505-980-4759.

Check us out on Facebook @ Blue Star Mothers of Valencia County or stop by The 

UPS Store at 1402 Main St in Los Lunas and check out our information table during 

the month of February that will have a list of items we accept for the care packages.  

We will also have a donation box at The UPS Store during the month of April for 

drop-offs.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Meet the Blue Star 

Mothers of 

Valencia County





The  HCVC  Scholarsh ip  
Go l f  Tournament

Brought to you by:
The Hispano Chamber of Valencia County

Get your teams ready for one of the best tournaments around…

Date: June 1, 2023 9:00am
More information: TBA





NO WARRANTY

The information contained in this newsletter is provided by HCVC and to 

its users, subscribers, customers and possible others. It does not contain 

(legal) advice. Although we try to provide quality information, we do not 

guarantee of results obtained from the use of this information, and 

without warranty of any kind, express or implied, including, but not 

limited to warranties of performance for a particular purpose.

NO LIABILITY

In no way is HCVC or its members liable to the user or any other party 

for any damages, costs of any character including but not limited to direct 

or indirect, consequential, incidental or other costs or damages, via the 

use of the information contained in the newsletters.

In no way is HCVC or its members using the contents of this newsletter 

providing advice; this newsletter contains information not advice for any 

purposes; no reliance should be held on the information of the newsletter 

or contents; this newsletter is for informational and entertainment 

purposes only.

CHANGES

We may make changes to this information at any time without prior 

notice. We make no commitment to update the information contained in 

this newsletter.

Disclaimer
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